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CHRISTIANITY
Jesus Christ
Christianity is traced back to the birth, ministry, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Jesus was born into a humble Jewish 
family over 2000 years ago in Palestine, now known as Israel. Jesus’ 
mother was a young peasant named Mary. Christians believe 
Jesus’ father is the Holy Spirit of God, making Jesus human, but 
also divine. Jesus’ earliest followers believed he was the Messiah, or 
messenger, sent by God to free people from slavery, sin, and death.  
They felt Jesus was sent so people could better understand God as 
a caring and loving parent. Jesus lived as a human among suffering. 
He healed sick people and told stories, known as parables. Jesus 
preached sermons to people to teach them what God wanted them

Crucifixion
Jesus had a loyal following led by his twelve disciples, but he also had enemies. 
Powerful leaders were threatened by Jesus’ following. The Roman governor 
sentenced Jesus to death and had him crucified. After Jesus was dead for three 
days, his followers found his empty tomb and realized he had been raised from the 
dead. Christians believed Jesus sacrificed himself on the cross to show how much 
God loves his people. Jesus paid for the sins of the world by giving his life. Christians 
believe God’s message of love and forgiveness showed God offers salvation for all 
his people.  After Jesus was resurrected, his followers spread his message around 
the world and created the Christian Church. There are about two billion Christians 
living in the world today. 
Holy Trinity
Christians believe in the Trinity, or the three parts of God: God the father or 
Creator, God the Son (Jesus) or Redeemer, and God the Holy Spirit (God’s presence 
in the world).  
Sacred Places
Christians worship in churches. The sabbath is Sunday, the customary 
day to worship in Christianity. Some people attend church daily, 
especially monks and nuns. Most Christians also pray at home 
through individual or family devotions. Priests or ministers typically 
lead Church services. They usually consist of prayers, hymns, 
readings, and a sermon. The primary service for most Christians is 
known as the Holy Eucharist, or Holy Communion or Mass. This 
service focuses on sharing bread and wine, representing 
Christ’s body and blood, sacrificed for God’s people on 
Earth. The Holy Eucharist is modeled by Jesus’ last meal 
with his disciples, known as the Last Supper. Jesus

to do. He taught them to love with all their hearts and love their neighbors like 
themselves. Jesus led by example, loving and forgiving others. He especially focused 
on people who were considered outcasts in society. 
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instructed his disciples to share bread and wine together at this meal as a way of 
remembering him.  Christians were often persecuted in the early days of 
Christianity, so the first churches were usually people’s homes or other safe 
gathering places. The secret sign of a fish indicated where Christians would meet. 
There are many types of Christian churches today, but they often share some 
common features that date back to the churches of the Middle Ages. Some of the 
common features include: a bell tower, nave or seating area, altar used to hold the 
Bible and bread and wine for Communion, pulpit for sermons, lectern loft or seating 
for the choir, stained glass windows, candles or incense burners, a precious cross 
over or on the altar, and a baptismal font that holds water. Churches are typically 
built with the best a community has to offer as a way to show respect and praise 
God. Churches are meant to inspire people to worship. 
Sacred Texts
The Holy Bible is the sacred text of Christianity. There are two parts to 
the Christian Bible: The Old Testament and the New Testament. The Old 
Testament is mainly the Hebrew scriptures of Jesus’ time. The New 
Testament has writings about Jesus Christ and the early church. There 
are four gospels, meaning “good news,” of the New Testament that 
are accounts of Jesus’ life and teachings, and his death and resurrection. The Acts 
of the Apostles are included in the New Testament describing the early growth of 
the Christian church. The letters of Paul and other important leaders are described. 
In addition, also the Letter to the Hebrews and the Book of Revelation are in the 
New Testament. This part of the Bible teaches that salvation comes through 
believing in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and following his teachings. 
Christians are taught salvation is a gift God extends freely through Jesus to all of 
his people. 
Jesus’ Teachings
*Love God with all your heart, soul and mind. 
*Love your neighbor as yourself.
*Worship no other God but me. Do not make images to worship.
*Do not misuse the name of God. 
*Observe the Sabbath Day (Sunday)
*Keep it Holy.
*Honor and respect your father and mother.
*Do not murder.
*Do not commit adultery.
*Do not steal.
*Do not accuse anyone falsely.
*Do not tell lies about others.
*Do not envy other’s possessions.  

Types of Christians
Christianity has spread all over the world after starting with a tiny group of 
Jesus’ followers. Today around two billion people practice Christianity. There have 
been many interpretations, disagreements, and struggles for power over the 
centuries. This has led to many different branches of Christianity that have 
varying interpretations of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. The three 
main streams of Christianity are Orthodox, Protestant, and Roman Catholic. 
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Name_________________________________________

CHRISTIANITY
True or False?: Place a check in the correct column.  

Statement T F
1.  Christianity centers on the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

2.  Christians believes Jesus’ father was Joseph.

3.  Jesus’ followers believe he is the Messiah who came to Earth.

4.  Jesus had twelve disciples, but also had many enemies. 

5.  Jesus was crucified by the Greeks. 

6.  Christians believe Jesus resurrected three days after being crucified.

7.  Christians believe Jesus gave his life for the sins of people on Earth.

8.  There are about two million Christians living in the world today.

9. Jesus was born over 2000 years ago in Saudi Arabia.

10. Jesus was born to a Jewish family.

Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer.
11. Which of the following is NOT part of the trinity of God?
A. The Creator B. The Holy Spirit C.  The Son D.  The Earth

12. What is the Sabbath, or Holy Day, for Christians?
A. Monday B.  Friday C.  Sunday D.  Saturday

13. Which of the following does NOT describe the Christian holy text?
A. It is called the Bible.
B. There are two main parts to it.
C. The four gospels are found in the Old Testament. 
D. The Acts of the Apostles discuss salvation.

14. Which of the following is NOT true about Christian worship?
A. Most Christians attend church daily.
B. Christians believe in praying anywhere.
C. Priests or Ministers typically lead worship. 
D. Communion often takes place during worship services.

15. How was the symbol of a fish used in Christianity?
A. To  represent the flesh of Christ B. Used to show safe places to worship.
C.    As a symbol on the top of churches. D.  To symbolize protection

16. Which of the following is NOT a main stream of Christianity?
A. Orthodox B.  Protestant      C.  Roman Catholic D.  Judaism 
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Christian Celebrations
Christian celebrations center around important days in Jesus’ life.

The Advent is the four week season of preparation for the birth of Jesus. An Advent 
wreath is used as a focus for prayer during this time.

Christmas celebrates Jesus’ birth. It is often celebrated with nativity 
scenes, stories, and pageants to recall the story of Jesus’ birth. 

Epiphany celebrates the visit of three wise men to Jesus after his 
birth and their spreading of the good news of his birth throughout the 
world.

Lent is the period leading up to Easter commemorating the forty days 
Jesus spent in the desert fasting and praying.  

Holy Week is the last week of Jesus’ life, including Palm Sunday celebrating 
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem the week before his crucifixion. 

Maundy Thursday is a remembrance of the Last Supper and Good Friday 
commemorates the day Jesus was crucified on the cross, the most 
recognized symbol of Christianity. 

Easter celebrates Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Eggs symbols new life. 
Flowers often cover crosses to symbolize Jesus’ victory over death.

Ascension Day celebrates the day Jesus ascended into Heaven.

Saints’ Days are official days recognized by many Christians, especially Catholic, 
Orthodox, and Anglican. They celebrate people have lived particularly holy lives and are 
recognized by the church as saints. 

Certain passages in an individual person’s life are celebrated by Christians, such as 
Baptism or birth into the Christian church, confirmation (membership in the church), 
weddings, and funerals. 

Complete the chart describing Christian holidays. 
Holiday Purpose Traditions

__________ Four weeks of preparation 
leading up to Jesus’ birth Advent __________ is used for prayer

Christmas Celebration of Jesus’ 
____________

____________ scenes, stories, and 
pageants recall the story

___________ Celebrates the ____________ of 
Jesus

Easter _______________ symbolize new life
Flowers often cover __________________ 
to symbolize Jesus’s victory over death
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CHRISTIANITY
Jesus Christ
Christianity is traced back to the birth, ministry, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Jesus was born into a humble Jewish 
family over 2000 years ago in Palestine, now known as Israel. Jesus’ 
mother was a young peasant named Mary. Christians believe 
Jesus’ father is the Holy Spirit of God, making Jesus human, but 
also divine. Jesus’ earliest followers believed he was the Messiah, or 
messenger, sent by God to free people from slavery, sin, and death.  
They felt Jesus was sent so people could better understand God as 
a caring and loving parent. Jesus lived as a human among suffering. 
He healed sick people and told stories, known as parables. Jesus 
preached sermons to people to teach them what God wanted them

Crucifixion
Jesus had a loyal following led by his twelve disciples, but he also had enemies. 
Powerful leaders were threatened by Jesus’ following. The Roman governor 
sentenced Jesus to death and had him crucified. After Jesus was dead for three 
days, his followers found his empty tomb and realized he had been raised from the 
dead. Christians believed Jesus sacrificed himself on the cross to show how much 
God loves his people. Jesus paid for the sins of the world by giving his life. Christians 
believe God’s message of love and forgiveness showed God offers salvation for all 
his people.  After Jesus was resurrected, his followers spread his message around 
the world and created the Christian Church. There are about two billion Christians 
living in the world today. 
Holy Trinity
Christians believe in the Trinity, or the three parts of God: God the father or 
Creator, God the Son (Jesus) or Redeemer, and God the Holy Spirit (God’s presence 
in the world).  
Sacred Places
Christians worship in churches. The sabbath is Sunday, the customary 
day to worship in Christianity. Some people attend church daily, 
especially monks and nuns. Most Christians also pray at home 
through individual or family devotions. Priests or ministers typically 
lead Church services. They usually consist of prayers, hymns, 
readings, and a sermon. The primary service for most Christians is 
known as the Holy Eucharist, or Holy Communion or Mass. This 
service focuses on sharing bread and wine, representing 
Christ’s body and blood, sacrificed for God’s people on 
Earth. The Holy Eucharist is modeled by Jesus’ last meal 
with his disciples, known as the Last Supper. Jesus

to do. He taught them to love with all their hearts and love their neighbors like 
themselves. Jesus led by example, loving and forgiving others. He especially focused 
on people who were considered outcasts in society. 
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instructed his disciples to share bread and wine together at this meal as a way of 
remembering him.  Christians were often persecuted in the early days of 
Christianity, so the first churches were usually people’s homes or other safe 
gathering places. The secret sign of a fish indicated where Christians would meet. 
There are many types of Christian churches today, but they often share some 
common features that date back to the churches of the Middle Ages. Some of the 
common features include: a bell tower, nave or seating area, altar used to hold the 
Bible and bread and wine for Communion, pulpit for sermons, lectern loft or seating 
for the choir, stained glass windows, candles or incense burners, a precious cross 
over or on the altar, and a baptismal font that holds water. Churches are typically 
built with the best a community has to offer as a way to show respect and praise 
God. Churches are meant to inspire people to worship. 
Sacred Texts
The Holy Bible is the sacred text of Christianity. There are two parts to 
the Christian Bible: The Old Testament and the New Testament. The Old 
Testament is mainly the Hebrew scriptures of Jesus’ time. The New 
Testament has writings about Jesus Christ and the early church. There 
are four gospels, meaning “good news,” of the New Testament that 
are accounts of Jesus’ life and teachings, and his death and resurrection. The Acts 
of the Apostles are included in the New Testament describing the early growth of 
the Christian church. The letters of Paul and other important leaders are described. 
In addition, also the Letter to the Hebrews and the Book of Revelation are in the 
New Testament. This part of the Bible teaches that salvation comes through 
believing in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and following his teachings. 
Christians are taught salvation is a gift God extends freely through Jesus to all of 
his people. 
Jesus’ Teachings
*Love God with all your heart, soul and mind. 
*Love your neighbor as yourself.
*Worship no other God but me. Do not make images to worship.
*Do not misuse the name of God. 
*Observe the Sabbath Day (Sunday)
*Keep it Holy.
*Honor and respect your father and mother.
*Do not murder.
*Do not commit adultery.
*Do not steal.
*Do not accuse anyone falsely.
*Do not tell lies about others.
*Do not envy other’s possessions.  

Types of Christians
Christianity has spread all over the world after starting with a tiny group of 
Jesus’ followers. Today around two billion people practice Christianity. There have 
been many interpretations, disagreements, and struggles for power over the 
centuries. This has led to many different branches of Christianity that have 
varying interpretations of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. The three 
main streams of Christianity are Orthodox, Protestant, and Roman Catholic. 



©
Te

ac
hi

ng
 t

o 
th

e 
M

id
dl

e

Name_________________________________________

CHRISTIANITY
True or False?: Place a check in the correct column.  

Statement T F
1.  Christianity centers on the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

2.  Christians believes Jesus’ father was Joseph.

3.  Jesus’ followers believe he is the Messiah who came to Earth.

4.  Jesus had twelve disciples, but also had many enemies. 

5.  Jesus was crucified by the Greeks. 

6.  Christians believe Jesus resurrected three days after being crucified.

7.  Christians believe Jesus gave his life for the sins of people on Earth.

8.  There are about two million Christians living in the world today.

9. Jesus was born over 2000 years ago in Saudi Arabia.

10. Jesus was born to a Jewish family.

Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer.
11. Which of the following is NOT part of the trinity of God?
A. The Creator B. The Holy Spirit C.  The Son D.  The Earth

12. What is the Sabbath, or Holy Day, for Christians?
A. Monday B.  Friday C.  Sunday D.  Saturday

13. Which of the following does NOT describe the Christian holy text?
A. It is called the Bible.
B. There are two main parts to it.
C. The four gospels are found in the Old Testament. 
D. The Acts of the Apostles discuss salvation.

14. Which of the following is NOT true about Christian worship?
A. Most Christians attend church daily.
B. Christians believe in praying anywhere.
C. Priests or Ministers typically lead worship. 
D. Communion often takes place during worship services.

15. How was the symbol of a fish used in Christianity?
A. To  represent the flesh of Christ B. Used to show safe places to worship.
C.    As a symbol on the top of churches. D.  To symbolize protection

16. Which of the following is NOT a main stream of Christianity?
A. Orthodox B.  Protestant      C.  Roman Catholic D.  Judaism 
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Christian Celebrations
Christian celebrations center around important days in Jesus’ life.

The Advent is the four week season of preparation for the birth of Jesus. An Advent 
wreath is used as a focus for prayer during this time.

Christmas celebrates Jesus’ birth. It is often celebrated with nativity 
scenes, stories, and pageants to recall the story of Jesus’ birth. 

Epiphany celebrates the visit of three wise men to Jesus after his 
birth and their spreading of the good news of his birth throughout the 
world.

Lent is the period leading up to Easter commemorating the forty days 
Jesus spent in the desert fasting and praying.  

Holy Week is the last week of Jesus’ life, including Palm Sunday celebrating 
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem the week before his crucifixion. 

Maundy Thursday is a remembrance of the Last Supper and Good Friday 
commemorates the day Jesus was crucified on the cross, the most 
recognized symbol of Christianity. 

Easter celebrates Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Eggs symbols new life. 
Flowers often cover crosses to symbolize Jesus’ victory over death.

Ascension Day celebrates the day Jesus ascended into Heaven.

Saints’ Days are official days recognized by many Christians, especially Catholic, 
Orthodox, and Anglican. They celebrate people have lived particularly holy lives and are 
recognized by the church as saints. 

Certain passages in an individual person’s life are celebrated by Christians, such as 
Baptism or birth into the Christian church, confirmation (membership in the church), 
weddings, and funerals. 

Complete the chart describing Christian holidays. 
Holiday Purpose Traditions

__________ Four weeks of preparation 
leading up to Jesus’ birth Advent __________ is used for prayer

Christmas Celebration of Jesus’ 
____________

____________ scenes, stories, and 
pageants recall the story

___________ Celebrates the ____________ of 
Jesus

Easter _______________ symbolize new life
Flowers often cover __________________ 
to symbolize Jesus’s victory over death
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Name_________________________________________

CHRISTIANITY
True or False?: Place a check in the correct column.  

Statement T F
1.  Christianity centers on the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus. X

2.  Christians believes Jesus’ father was Joseph. X

3.  Jesus’ followers believe he is the Messiah who came to Earth. X

4.  Jesus had twelve disciples, but also had many enemies. X

5.  Jesus was crucified by the Greeks. X

6.  Christians believe Jesus resurrected three days after being crucified. X

7.  Christians believe Jesus gave his life for the sins of people on Earth. X

8.  There are about two million Christians living in the world today. X

9. Jesus was born over 2000 years ago in Saudi Arabia. X

10. Jesus was born to a Jewish family. X

Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer.
11. Which of the following is NOT part of the trinity of God?
A. The Creator B. The Holy Spirit C.  The Son D.  The Earth

12. What is the Sabbath, or Holy Day, for Christians?
A. Monday B.  Friday C.  Sunday D.  Saturday

13. Which of the following does NOT describe the Christian holy text?
A. It is called the Bible.
B. There are two main parts to it.
C. The four gospels are found in the Old Testament. 
D. The Acts of the Apostles discuss salvation.

14. Which of the following is NOT true about Christian worship?
A. Most Christians attend church daily.
B. Christians believe in praying anywhere.
C. Priests or Ministers typically lead worship. 
D. Communion often takes place during worship services.

15. How was the symbol of a fish used in Christianity?
A. To  represent the flesh of Christ B. Used to show safe places to worship.
C.    As a symbol on the top of churches. D.  To symbolize protection

16. Which of the following is NOT a main stream of Christianity?
A. Orthodox B.  Protestant      C.  Roman Catholic D.  Judaism 
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Christian Celebrations
Christian celebrations center around important days in Jesus’ life.

The Advent is the four week season of preparation for the birth of Jesus. An Advent 
wreath is used as a focus for prayer during this time.

Christmas celebrates Jesus’ birth. It is often celebrated with nativity 
scenes, stories, and pageants to recall the story of Jesus’ birth. 

Epiphany celebrates the visit of three wise men to Jesus after his 
birth and their spreading of the good news of his birth throughout the 
world.

Lent is the period leading up to Easter commemorating the forty days 
Jesus spent in the desert fasting and praying.  

Holy Week is the last week of Jesus’ life, including Palm Sunday celebrating 
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem the week before his crucifixion. 

Maundy Thursday is a remembrance of the Last Supper and Good Friday 
commemorates the day Jesus was crucified on the cross, the most 
recognized symbol of Christianity. 

Easter celebrates Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Eggs symbols new life. 
Flowers often cover crosses to symbolize Jesus’ victory over death.

Ascension Day celebrates the day Jesus ascended into Heaven.

Saints’ Days are official days recognized by many Christians, especially Catholic, 
Orthodox, and Anglican. They celebrate people have lived particularly holy lives and are 
recognized by the church as saints. 

Certain passages in an individual person’s life are celebrated by Christians, such as 
Baptism or birth into the Christian church, confirmation (membership in the church), 
weddings, and funerals. 

Complete the chart describing Christian holidays. 
Holiday Purpose Traditions

_Advent_ Four weeks of preparation 
leading up to Jesus’ birth Advent _wreath__ is used for prayer

Christmas Celebration of Jesus’ 
__birth___

___Nativity_ scenes, stories, and 
pageants recall the story

__Easter___ Celebrates the _resurrection_ 
of Jesus

Easter ___eggs__ symbolize new life
Flowers often cover _____crosses____ to 
symbolize Jesus’s victory over death
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